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American lawyer and jurist and a veteran of the Civil War,
who had acquired wide fame as the author of a book on the
reconstruction of the South after the war, entitled 'A
FooPs Errand.' He had written in remonstrance to the
President because of his general policy toward the negro,
Eoosevelt's letter, aside from its reference to the Booker
Washington incident, is of interest and value because of
its impressive statement of his views upon the entire negro
problem. I quote the following passages:

"When I asked Booker T. Washington to dinner I did
not devote very much thought to the matter one way or the
other. I respect him greatly and believe in the work he has
done. I have consulted so much with him it seemed to me
that it was natural to ask him to dinner to talk over this
work, and the very fact that I felt a moment's qualm on
inviting him because of his color made me ashamed of my-
self and made me hasten to send the invitation. I did not
think of its bearing one way or the other, either on my own
future or on anything else. As things have turned out, I
am very glad that I asked him, for the clamor aroused by
the act makes me feel as if the act was necessary.

"I have not been able to think out any solution of the
terrible problem offered by the presence of the negro on
this continent, but of one thing I am sure, and that is that
inasmuch as he is here and can neither be killed nor driven
away, the only wise and honorable and Christian thing to
do is to treat each black man and each white man strictly on
his merits as a man, giving him no more and no less than
he shows himself worthy to have. I say I am 'sure' that
this is the right solution. Of course I know that we see
through a glass dimly, and, after all, it may be that I am
wrong; but if I am, then all my thoughts and beliefs are
wrong, and my whole way of looking at life is wrong. At
any rate, while I am in public life, however short a time
that may be, I am in honor bound to act up to my beliefs
and convictions. I do not intend to offend the prejudices
of any one else, but neither do I intend to allow their preju-
dices to make me false to my principles."